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1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Invention I (claims 14-20) in Paper No. 7 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 21-30 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b) 
as being drawn to a non-elected invention. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 7, 

In view of applicant's remarks that the geometric configuration of a triangular passageway 
and a four-cornered (rectangular) passageway are obvious variants the species requirement set 
forth in Paper No. 6 is withdrawn. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 13, 14 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Xiao 
('247). 

Xiao disclosures an optical arrangement for spectrally fanning out an incoming beam (82) 
from an object (70) in a detection beam path (84) of a confocal microscope for subsequent 
splitting by mirrors (42, 43) of the spectrally fanned beam out of its dispersion plane and for 
detection (21, 22) of the split spectral range, wherein said incoming beam is focused by lens (34) 
on a pinhole occluder (51) having a rectangular passageway. Note fig. 6 and column 4, lines 35 
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